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Tommy, I applaud you, and I appre-

ciate your dedication and hard work. I 
know you have a bright future ahead of 
you. 

SCHOOL VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAM 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, in January, 

I came to this well to urge support for 
bipartisan legislation I introduced with 
my Illinois colleague, Mr. SCHNEIDER. 
Our bill proposed a Federal grant pro-
gram to improve security at our 
schools and protect our children. 

Since then, our legislation passed the 
House and the Senate and was signed 
into law by President Trump. Because 
of Members’ bipartisan support, I am 
proud to say these grants are now 
available to local communities. 

Please urge local officials in our dis-
tricts to visit cops.usdoj.gov for more 
information on how to apply for up to 
$500,000 in grants through the school vi-
olence prevention program. However, 
the application deadline for this fiscal 
year is July 30, so time is of the es-
sence. 

We have advanced safety technology 
in banks, office buildings, and retail lo-
cations. There is no reason we 
shouldn’t have that same technology in 
our schools to protect our children. 
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IMMIGRATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, once again, I am proud to stand in 
the well of the Congress of the United 
States of America. I am not proud to 
stand here today for the reasons that I 
shall articulate. 

Mr. Speaker, we live in a world where 
it is not enough for things to be right; 
they must also look right. Mr. Speak-
er, when the Federal Government sepa-
rates children from their parents, in-
deed, mothers from their babies, it does 
not look right. 

Some may argue that it is right be-
cause of various laws and legislation 
that might exist, but it doesn’t look 
right for this country, the country that 
believes in liberty and justice for all. It 
doesn’t look right for the United 
States of America to separate babies 
from their mothers. 

Where is the moral compass? 
There ought to be an inner voice 

within us that says there is something 
wrong here. We are taking a baby from 
the baby’s mother, and we are going to 
put the baby in a location separate and 
apart from the mother. The baby needs 
the mother. The mother is there to 
nurture the baby. 

How can we do this in good con-
science? 

We live in a world where it is not 
enough for things to be right; they 
must also look right. And this doesn’t 
look right to the world. 

I have gone to visit these children. I 
went to Brownsville. I saw the chil-
dren. They are caring for the children, 
but the missing element, the most im-
portant thing that these children need, 
was not there: their parents. 

I went to three other sites before 
going to Brownsville and, Mr. Speaker, 
I, as a Member of the Congress of the 
United States of America, went to a 
site in my congressional district, and I 
went to other sites. I could not see the 
children, and I was asked to leave the 
premises. I behaved in an orderly fash-
ion. I had two forms of identification. 
But not only could I not see the chil-
dren, I was asked to leave the property. 

There is no transparency. This is the 
Federal Government holding children 
and not allowing open access to these 
children by Members of Congress. 

It is not enough for things to be 
right; they must also look right. When 
the Members of the Congress of the 
United States of America cannot see 
the children who have been secreted in 
various locations around the country 
and separated from their parents, not 
only does this not look right, it isn’t 
right. 

At some point on this infinite con-
tinuum that we call time, we will all 
have to account for our time. At some 
point, when the omnipotent, the omni-
present, and omniscient are one, we 
will have to answer to what is hap-
pening to these children today. These 
children belong to all of us in the sense 
that they are children of our world, 
and we must answer and account for 
what is happening today. 

So I stand here in the well, a proud 
Member of Congress and proud to be an 
American, but sad to know that we 
have not done enough to reunite these 
children with their parents. 

Mr. Speaker, if you separate children 
from their parents, if you take babies 
from their mothers, then you must 
have a plan to reunite them. When you 
do not, you are failing not only those 
parents, but you are failing the future 
of a great country, because it gives us 
the appearance of not caring for people 
who are in harm’s way who have come 
asking for help. It gives us the appear-
ance of not being that Good Samaritan 
who not only helped the person who 
was in harm’s way who had been beset 
upon by thieves, it gives us the appear-
ance of not being that Good Samaritan 
who said: I am going to help you. I am 
going to take you to the inn. I am 
going to leave; I am coming back; and 
I will pay more if you need more. 

This is the United States of America. 
We can do better. 
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LAKE OKEECHOBEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MAST) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to ask a question of this body. I would 
like every Member of this body to 
think about this: What would you do if 
one of your neighbors each and every 
day was taking their garbage and 
throwing it over your fence into your 
yard? What would you do if that were 
the case? 

In the case of my community, it is 
not just the garbage of neighboring 

communities that enters its way into 
our community, it is toxic water pollu-
tion. 

So if somebody throwing garbage 
over your fence would infuriate you as 
an individual, then I would ask you to 
imagine how you would feel if your 
neighbor was knowingly poisoning the 
kids in your backyard, your children? 

I don’t think that I know of words. I 
don’t think I know of a four-letter 
word that would describe this for me. I 
don’t know of an emoji that I could 
text anybody. I don’t know an emotion 
that I could use to adequately describe 
the feeling of having my community 
poisoned, knowingly and willingly, 
year after year after year. 

Now, the World Health Organization 
says that any amount greater than 10 
parts per billion microcystin algae is 
poison for humans and that it causes 
everything from nausea to liver dis-
ease. That is a pretty broad spectrum. 

The Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection just reported that 
the level released into our waters is 
more than 150 parts per billion. 

Let me say that one more time. 
The World Health Organization said 

that anything greater than 10 parts per 
billion is poison. The water being re-
leased into my community that plays 
no role in producing this toxic water is 
being exposed to water that is more 
than 150 parts per billion, 15 times 
what is considered harmful to human 
health. 
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is 
planning to resume its poisoning oper-
ations later this week. As a result of 
that, I would like to ask three things: 

Number one, to the Department of 
Defense, who is currently conducting a 
systemwide review of its policies: Do 
not release one more drop of this poi-
son water into my community, into 
Florida’s Treasure Coast, into the epi-
center of population for hundreds of 
thousands of people. Our community 
did not create the problem or the con-
ditions leading to this poison, and we 
must not be forced to have the health 
of each of our citizens put at risk as a 
result of someone else’s garbage being 
thrown into our yard—or, rather, by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers re-
leasing it into our backyard. 

Number two, I would ask this of our 
President: The situation has resulted 
in a state of emergency in years past, 
and the Governor has already declared 
a state of emergency for Florida and a 
number of counties, including for Mar-
tin and St. Lucie Counties. I call for a 
Federal state of emergency to be de-
clared right now. 

I also ask this. Previous administra-
tions had this request come before 
them, and those administrations did 
nothing. I would ask this of our admin-
istration: Bring in the cavalry. Bring 
in every bit of water cleanup operation 
you can find that can be yielded by 
FEMA, by the Coast Guard, by Fish 
and Wildlife, by anybody else that can 
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